
THIS HERE PREPAREFULNESS IT IS OVERDONE

Last Year, When lt Was Coming In, Like Cape Effects
in Taffeta Dresses, Zapp Was in Favor of It, hut

120,000 Men Marching on Broadway Held Up De-
livcry Wagons for Hours and Meant the Loss of
a Business Day Still, as Birsky Says, May-
he the Only Thing Against Preparefulness

Is the People What's in Favor of It.

Bu MONTAGUE GLASS
Author of "Potash 8 Perlmutter." "Abe and MawruM," et<

Illustrations by Briggs

"\int got sensp enough to durk."

,s J*k TOWADAYS people don't do

[^^ things by halves." said Bar-
.*.*¦ ^ ro* Zapp the waist manu¬

facturer: "they do Vm by from one and
nve-rip-hths up to sixes. ln othpr words,
they overdo 'em. and they don't. j?et thp
results They expect to get."

ire 1 know," r.o'iis Birsky thp real
r agreed. "A feller starts out to

get a million dollars in ten years.and
all he gets ia tbe ten years."
¦Tn nol -alkinp from business," Zapp

said.
"Nol alone bnsinest-*," Birsky said.

other things also. Take for in-
gtance getting married. Former times
when a feller married a rich girl he
mjght have gone so far as not to warn

his wife'a father and mother that they
digging their graves with their

inderstand, but that was

the ! -.tent of his impatience to
probate the will, Zapp. Nowadays, be-

he buys the wedding ring even. he
is already looking up in a Carnegie Li-

is there er is there not a book by
the name The Son-in-Law*a Compan*

How to Prepare One Hundred
ng Dishea mit Sinai of Potas-

Bium."
"What has all thia go to do -mit Pre

Birsky?" Zapp demanded;
"which I was saying that when Prepare-
fulness waa coming in last year like cape
- ffectfl in taffeta dresses. Birsky, I was

n favor of it, but they overdone it,
Birsl
"Some womefl it suited. Zapp. ahf*

aot many, like white shoe*-," Birsky
comment

"Did I aay -omething from white
:. asked. and Birsky wn«

obliged to admit that he had not.
"Then what the devil you are talkink

Z.-ipp continued. "I was say*
i'r. parefulness them people

trying to get it has already
rdone it. They started out to show

lo thi 1 fnited States what
'rally means. Birsky,

Ied up by showing that it
al 120,000 business men loses

a whole day by walking up Broadway
Fifth Avenue, and concerns which

e.xpects goods by expresa didn't receive
the express wagons was

ip on the other .-ide of Kifth Ave-
\. M. to 6 P. M. Prepare-

fulnt .J "0 means that if you pick up a

paper to see what is going on in the
world,y'understand,you couldn't tell the
news section from the advertising sec¬

tion on account of the speeches for Pre-
.*¦ hich is printed twenty coi*

I long in small type. like a notice of
in an action to foreclose a second
... on a trunk line railroad mii a

ription of all terminal property
g i,6. the said sev¬

eral dimensions more or 1*388."
' "Vou couldn't tell by the looks of th»

printing what a speech is about." Birsky
¦aid.

"I agree with you, Birsky." Zapp said,
"but I already read some of them no-

tic68 of foreclosure sale. Birsky. and if
the fellers that are going round making

speeches on Preparefulness could be
pprsuaded to read aloud a not ice of wle
instead. Birsky. it would bo better for
the country. For instance,you take thi
here general of the N'ew York National
Guard which he makes a speech that
Preparefulnessmeana compelling every
body to go for a soldier and get drilled
so hard that he practically losea hifl
mind and ain't. got sense enough to duck
when he sees a cannon ball coming hla
way. y'understand. and if instead he
would have said: 'My friends: Pursu-
ant tojudgment entered May 10th, 1916,
the undersigned will sell at public auc¬

tion and so foiih et cetera,' some of his
audience might still have thought that
Preparefulness was a pretty good thing.
Also, Birsky. there ifl certain Prepare
fulneflfl fellers makingspeeches and says
that. not ment ion ing no names nor noth¬
ing, but hypocritically speaking. y'un¬
derstand, if a certain nation in a contl
nent which ain't Furope, Africa. Aus-
tralia or America, and living, wc would
say, for example. on islands north of
the Philippines or somewheres like tjiat.
was to land an army of thirty thousand
men in California. y'understand, thnt
they could walk away with the country,
because we ain't got po navy t*. spr*)!*.

about.jusl a few navigatable sardine
ians and tuga, like Turkey."
"What do you mean we ain'1 pot no

navy to speak about'."' Birsky seid.
"Why, every year f<>r years alread) we

spent on our navy over a hundred mil¬
lion dollars."

"I give you ripht. f'.irskv." Zapp
Baid.

"Then what does he want to scare us
liki thai for?" Birsky asked. "J
ain't goinp to take no chances agail
$100,000,000 a year naw."
"Vou got ahold of the wrong scare,

Birsky." Zapp said. "The scare thr
feller throws into me by his speech is
that if we pet Preparefulnesa, Birsky.
our navy is going to coat ua a billion
dollars a year instead of a hundred
million. In fact, Birsky, all them Pre¬
parefulnesa fellers ifl the same in their
speeches. They overdo it. Kvery one

of 'em tella you that war is horrible but
thnt it ain't one. two, six mit Prepare-
fulneaa."
"Maybe Preparefulneaa ia thr same

el] them other things which is good
for you. like Prohibition. Not Smokinp.

tematic Exercise, Diet ing and So¬
cialism," Birsky said. "The only thinp
againat it in the people what's in favor
nf lt."

"There's also the way they put it up
to you." Zapp added. "Their talking
point? is bad. Birsky. For instance, you
take a feller who is in favor of Prohibi¬
tion, and he will teU you there ia ".1 11r>
in the Nebraska States I'rison for every

The only thing against it is the people what's in favor of it.

county in Nebraska. a wet <*tate. where-
Kai there ia only 2.29999 state

.- rj '*ounty in Kansas.
i dr .,.-. ftg .r.*- out at some-

wheres around 85-100 of a prisoner In
favor of Prohibition. What for an in-

menl is that. Birsky? Why don't
he figure it out.say. in eomposers of
music ad r picture painters? If he
could say ther.* wa- 006234 eomposers
in every county of Kansas. dry, for

35 eomposers in every county of
Nebraska. wet. y'understand. or that
for every .0000002 picture painters in

Kansas. dry. there was only .00000015
!n Nebraska. wet. then he would be talk
ing. Or put it another way, more at¬
tractive. Birsky, and say that during the
last fen or fifteen years, as the case may
be, lhat Kansas has been dry. y'under-
stand, she has produced as many as

.000000(10(11 grand opera. whoreas iri
Nebraska, a wei state. there was pro¬
duced during the same period only
.0000000001._, grand opera. In one

Augenbliek he ahowa you what Prohibi¬
tion does for music. Birsky, and if a

drinking feller is fond of music Bfl

naturally a Shikkerer would be, Birsky,
he says to himself: 'I am drinking away
America's chance of becoming an artis-
tic nation,'and he quits right then and
fhere."

"Well. I_ tell you." Birsky said. "thr
times is past when it was cons.dered
that a mtiaician, a picture painter or a

SehriftataUer must got to be a drinker.
Zapp. Things la getting now to be on

an efficiency basis all around. A maga-
zine ntlrr a publisher would no more con¬

sider a story from a writer which drinks
than the Pennsylvania Railroad would
let work for them a Shikkerer as an en-

pineer. Zapp. and the publisher is right.
loo. The U. M. W. of A. had the whole

matter out *,;"* a DOSfl publisher only last
week, where the boss publisher refused
to accept an article which he ordered
from a union .lourneyman-writer i n

'The Cocktail in Song and Story' becausp
the feller smelt of doves, y'understan '."
"What are you talking nonsense.U.

M. W. of A.'.' Zapp cried.
"The United MagaZlne Workera of

America." Birsky -aid. "They e\en

made him threats that they would call
out on him the Amalgamated Illustrat-
ors, New Vork Local No. 6, so they put
the whole thing up to the Board rf Arbi-

^0
The Boss Publisher refused to accept an article because thr feller

smelt of cloves."

trators of the American Council of La¬
bor, y'understand. consisting of de]<>-
gates from thp Plumbers' Union. the
Federated Poets of America. the Sand-
hogs' I'nion. thp Rockmen and Bxcava*
tors' I'nion. the (ir. Op. & Symph. Com-
posers I/ical No. 1 and the Journeymen
Plasterers, and the boss publisher won

oi|t."
"So you mean to told mp that authors

and poets is joining a union already?'
Zapp exelaimed.
"And actors also," Birsky said. "Only

last week the Actors has joined the
American Federation of Labor. Zapp.
and the same like the railroad workers
is split up into Brotherhood of Locomo-
tive Fngineers, Firemen's Union, Train-
men's Fnion and Conductors' Union.
Zapp. so you will see that there will be
Juvenile and Leading Men's Unions.
Brotherhood of Heavies and eve,. Amal-
gamated Prima-donnas. mit union cards
and buttons, y'understand. In fact, I
wouldn't be surprised that if the feller
which plays Admiral the Honorable Sir
Joseph Darby, K. ('., M. D.. L. R. ('. /'..
comes on in the tirst act, y'understand.
and crosses to door R.. ver*teh*t (tn
mich, and says to Kirby: 'Lady Susan
is downstairs in the library. Tell her 1
wish to see her here at once,' y'under¬
stand. even though Kirbij is only a foot-
man. Zapp, he talks right up to him and
says: 'Have you got your January
card?' and if the Admiral the Honorable
Sir has left it behind him in the dress-
ing room. Zapp, either he would got to

go back there and get it or tell Lady
Susan himself that he wants to see her,
because if Kirby tells her he's apt to

get fined ten dollars by the Union and
lose his card for the rest of the momh.
That's what it's come to among actors.
Zapp. and I don't eare if a feller would
be playing Hamlet even. he wouldn't nr

allowed to kill the King in the last act
unless him and the King could show
Horatio and Laertes and all them fellers
either a button or a card for the currert
month."

"Abrr unions is for workmen. not for
geniuses." Zapp deciared.
"What do you mean.geniuses'."

Birsky said. "That's an awful back
number idee you got. Zapp. Do you
think nowadays it helps a man any if
he is a genius? Theatrical manago.-s
would just as lieve do a genius as anv-

body else.liever even. Publishers i.-**
the same way. Zapp; and so vou see,

Zapp. a genius needs a union more than
a mechanic. because the people he workfl
for, recognizing that the poor Xebich is
a genius and not a business man, thinks
it is a pity to miss such an opportun;';
when drawing the contract. On the
other hand. Preparefulness folKs drn't
even admil that there is such a thing
as a genius. Also they wouldn't reci g-
nize that there is even talent in the
world. In fact. Zapp, their idee of Pre¬
parefulness is that smart business men.
¦tree! aweepers, architects. lawyers,
'iong.-horemen, doctors, poets and tn ck
drivers is all soldiers and shoulu
and be shot down as such. .\ccording
to them Prpparefuln-^ss fellers, t**e ide.'d-
est eondition a country' could be in is

that everybody should be stronjr enoujrh
to get shot. but as that could never b*
they are willinp to save up for future
use fellers with kidney, hear ind stoin-
ach trouble, cripples, lunatics and th*

deaf. dumb and blind."
"I think, Birsky. you are pretty haH

on them Preparefulness fellers," Zapp
aaid.

"I judge 'em aeeording to the speerrM

they make." Birsky replied. "which I
don't think they are talking about Tfl
Preparefulness against war anv more ns

Prohibitionists are talking about real
Preparefulness against drunkard*.. To
one of them Preparefulness fellers s'l
men is soldiers. just as to a Prohibition*
ist all drirks is rum. Pilserer is rum

and Burgundy is rum. and all them got *

light wines they drink by the quar* in
the old eountry ia also rum. Zapp. So
there you have it. Zapp. If America il
going to be drilled and worried the wav

Germany, Russia and Franee was be¬
fore the F.uropean trouble. and if Pro¬
hibition means cutting off beer and light
wine with whiskey and rum. then I n-

preparefulness and drunkenness ain't s-,

bad. neither. Am I right or WTonf
Zapp?''
"You are and you ain't." Zapp ?airl.

".Maybe the Lrutr over here ifl a Bia**
chev too peaceable. Maybe they need it
Preparefulness the same like jrou'vt got
to jack 'em up mit Prohibition. Blue
Laws and Anti-trust Laws. Peop!°
overdoes things nowadays. Fom-v
times a feller would take once in a wbi!"0
a glass Schnapps, y'understand, an<i
gradually poison hia kidneys likeagm*
tleman, Birsky, aber nowadays he want"
to get f'hnroses of the liver in fron*
three weeks to a month. and would, tCO.
if it wasn't for prohibition la"<*. It'l
the same way with doing bliainees on

Sunday. In Pan-*. where they all« W
Sunda opi ning. only rhe
open on Sunday which ia neceasary for
the peop|p who work six da; -

. the
week that on the se.enth they
should enjoy,.businesses Uke restau¬
rants, theatrea and cafes. y'underatard,
ooer in this country if we allowed that
sort of thing. Birsky, the Internati-nal

sing Iron Company would claim:
Whereaa their operatora had w<

hard six da;. i casting preaaing irons in
a factory which would of made the hot
room of a Turkish bai like a poU
storage warehouae, underatand me, that
the one thing necessary for theiB op-
erators to prevent 'em from sp-nding a

miaerable Sunday with nothing on their
hands bui time. y'underatand, was to

allow them to cast preaaing irons ifl *

220-degrea factory. Also. Birsky. .'
there was no anti-trust laws. y'unoer

I. the entire business of thia coun¬

try would he ifl ona eombination, and
the only people which knew the cor.ibi
nation of the eombination would b*

rge D. P.oekafellar. Abraham fir-
and J. G. -Morgan."

"Well. if thew wasn't no Prepareful*
IU aa, Prohibition or Truata, Zapp."
Birsky asked. "wha. would vou and
Bryan and Wilson and RoooeveH ma'J
speeches about?"
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